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as regards the change of date and the form of the voting papers. The
legal issues arising in the case were decided by the Chief Judge, the
late Mr. R. M. Patel, and the question of undue influence, by his
successor Mr. Kernp, before whom a long and protracted trial took
place, involving the taking of evidence of most of the leading figures
in the Caucus movement. Some dramatic incidents were witnessed,
some damaging disclosures were made, and many people had to look
foolish in the course of this inquiry. The case was followed with
keen interest, and was discussed for weeks on end. It resulted, how-
ever, as was not unexpected, in the election being upheld.
A representation made to Government by three non-official
members of the Council, Messrs. Parekh, Setalvad and Dikshit,
pointing out the gross impropriety of the interference of officials in
the election, met with no better fate. It elicited a curt reply, in which
the honourable members were told that the Government Resolution
which forbade interference with the free choice of candidates related
only to the elections to the Legislative Councils! For sheer sophistry,
and one might almost say dishonesty, nothing could beat this official
manner of disposing of the question, and it showed quite conclu-
sively, if any proof were needed, that the Harrison gang had the
support of people in high places.
These and other such incidents kept public excitement over the
affair at fever heat. It culminated in a great demonstration which
took place at Madhav Baug on the afternoon of 7th April. A mass
meeting of the citizens of Bombay was called to give expression to
. the universal feeling of condemnation of the unconstitutional action
of Government officials in interfering with the purity and freedom
of the election, and to adopt a memorial to the Viceroy, praying for
an inquiry into the affair. Long before the appointed hour, thousands
of people of all communities flocked to the place, and filled every
inch of space in the quadrangle and the halls. When the chairman,
Mr. Gokhale, who had come down from Calcutta to attend the
meeting, arrived, it was with great difficulty that he could make his
way to the platform through the seething mass of humanity which
surrounded the place. He received a rousing ovation. He was sup-
ported on the platform by a large number of leading citizens. The
programme was a heavy one, but the vast crowd stood it with great